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Greek organizations            
in the “Divine Nine”
u Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
u Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.
u Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
u Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.
u Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc.
u Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc.
u Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc,
u Iota Phi Theta Fraternity, Inc.
u Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.
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Students could video-conference 
about international issues with 




Debate to resume next month
By Je s s i c a Va nWi n k l e
Herald reporter
Students chanting in protest of plus/minus grad-
ing made the first part of Thursday’s University 
Senate meeting hard to hear.  
The senate granted a second reading of a 
resolution that would suggest implementing the 
plus/minus grading system in fall 2008.
The resolution would go to Provost Barbara 
Burch for possible implementation.
Assistant History Professor Andrew McMichael 
said he wanted to have a second reading of the 
resolution so senators could look over it and speak 
about the issue before the vote.
Other state schools’ experiences with the sys-
tem have produced mixed results. McMichael said 
Western would model plus/minus after Northern 
Kentucky University’s system.
William Oliver, president of Northern’s faculty 
senate, said Northern is waiting for a new data 




Western above state average






















































By el i z a B e t h Wo r s t e r
Herald reporter
It might be tough to navi-
gate through the one-way traf-
fic downtown, but it’s all some 
local people have ever known.
City commissioners will vote 
tonight on a possible two-way 
traffic change downtown.
But a recent survey shows 
that most Bowling Green resi-
dents interviewed don’t want 
the change.
The public is invited to the 7 
p.m. meeting at City Hall.
The city wants to establish 
options to advance to two-way 
traffic in the future.
The street change is part of 
the city’s long-term downtown 
redevelopment plan, Mayor 
Elaine Walker said.
Street change plans include 
converting roads such as State, 
College, Chestnut and Center 
streets into two-way streets 
or building convertible traffic 
lights. 
That option includes having 
the two-way traffic lights on a 
light pole where one side would 
not be working until the city 
decides to go to that route in 
the future.   
The project was introduced 
in June 2005, Public Works 
Director Emmet Wood said.
The streets have been one-
way since the 1950s to help 
move traffic in and out of 
Bowling Green, said Brian 
Strow, city commissioner and 
assistant economics professor. 
They were two-way streets 
before that.
Officials want to expand 
those streets to add turning 
lanes, even if they remain one-
way streets, Wood said.
City commission to vote on two-way streets, traffic signals
By ka t i e Br a n d e n B u r g
Herald reporter
The more something costs, the fewer people 
there are who want to buy it.  
The law of demand has been around for more 
than 200 years, and a report from State Auditor 
Crit Luallen reveals that higher education also 
follows the rule.
The report, released last Wednesday, says 
increasing tuition prices for Kentucky public uni-
versities are hurting the state’s ability to reach the 
national average of bachelor’s degree holders.
The purpose of setting the goal was to increase 
Kentucky’s per capita income, Luallen said.
But while average enrollment in Kentucky is 
leveling off, Western’s is still increasing.  
Western enrollment increased by more than 
3,000 students since 1998.
President Gary Ransdell said Western’s com-
mitment to academic quality and quality of student 
life has helped increase enrollment.
S e e  G o a l S ,  p a G e  6
By ch r i s t i n a ho W e r t o n
Herald reporter
Nashville junior Mark Clay gets together with 
his Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity brothers before 
parties, such as the Crimson and Cream Ball on 
Saturday, to learn strolls.
They clap, step and throw their signs up in 
unison, he said. 
“It’s just like stepping,” Clay said. 
Western’s National Pan-Hellenic Council, the 
organization that governs historically black Greek 
organizations, will soon come up with a stroll that 
involves all of the black Greek organizations on 
campus, NPHC president Clay said.
“We’ll all do something together since we are 
all here,” Clay said.
The nine organizations that make up the NPHC 
are all represented on Western’s campus for the 
first time. The nine sororities and fraternities are 
known as the “Divine Nine.” 
According to the NPHC Web site, the first five black 
Greek organizations founded the NPHC at Howard 
University in 1930. The ninth member organization, 
Iota Phi Theta Fraternity, joined in 1997.
Alpha Kappa Alpha was the first black sorority 
on Western’s campus in 1968 and Kappa Alpha 
Psi was the first fraternity in 1969.  
Creston Lynch, Western’s NPHC adviser, said 
Zeta Phi Beta sorority was the last organization to 
join the NPHC at Western. 
S e e  d i v i n e ,  p a G e  3
Groups make history on Hill
Streets that might be 
widened for two-way 
traffic or turn lanes
Intersections that 
might receive new 
traffic signals
Illustration by Jan Diehm/Herald
S e e  S t r e e t S ,  p a G e  6
Jake Stevens/Herald
Louisville junior Eddie Crutcher, left, and Nashville sophomore Kimberlee 
Robinson were crowned king and queen of the Crimson and Cream Ball 
Saturday night at the Carroll Knicely Institute for Economic Development.  




Left to right, Marion Rumph, a junior from Bradenton, Fla., Louisville junior K.J. Austin-Bruce and Louisville senior Charles McBroom, 
stand after being revealed to the audience at an Omega Psi Phi fraternity introduction party in the Garrett Ballroom on Feb. 3. 
Reports
u Lauren R. Jennings, North-
east Hall, reported a theft in park-
ing structure one on Feb. 16 when 
she discovered her taillights had 
been stolen from her green 1994 
Chevrolet Silverado pickup truck. 
The value of the theft was $250. 
u Ashley M. Mishell, Pearce-
Ford Tower, reported an incident 
of possession of marijuana and 
drug paraphernalia in PFT on 
Feb. 14.
Arrests
uTyler A. King, PFT, was 
arrested on charges of possession 
of marijuana and drug parapher-
nalia in his dorm room on Feb. 
14. He was released from Warren 
County Regional Jail the next day 
on a court order.
u Michael S. Christian, Sumpter 
Avenue, was arrested on charges of 
use and possession of marijuana 
and drug paraphernalia in PFT 
on Feb. 14. He was released from 
Warren County Jail the next day on 
a court order.
u Andrew L. Guffey, Sumpter 
Avenue, was arrested on charges 
of possession of marijuana and 
drug paraphernalia in PFT on 
Feb. 14. He was released from 
Warren County Jail the next day 
on a court order.
uGary A. Richey, Vine Street, 
was arrested on chargeas of care-
less driving, operating on a sus-
pended license and aggravated 
driving under the influence on 
Russellville Road and Veterans 
Boulevard on Feb. 18. He was 
released from Warren County jail 
the same day on a $2,070 cash 
bond.
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7100 Russellville Rd  ·  781-2563
Monday- Friday: 8 am- 5 pm
10% off
collision repairs to all 
Western students & 
faculty
Free estimates





Uses of the letter “Z” in 
the same novel.
Uses of the letter “E” in 










u Men’s Basketball vs. Kentucky 
Wesleyan, 7 p.m. today, Diddle Arena
u Concert: Bobby Valentino, 8 p.m. 
tomorrow, Van Meter Auditorium
u Concert: Jason Eller, noon 
tomorrow, Java City
u Job and transition fair, 8 a.m. 
tomorrow, Diddle
u Plays: “Desire, Desire, Desire” and 
“For Whom The Southern Belle Tolls,” 
8 p.m. today, Gordon Wilson Hall Lab 
Theater
Jake Stevens/Herald
Giau Vo, far right, a senior from Vietnam, helps students from T.C. Cherry Elementary School read about how to save money. Vo 
and four other members of Beta Alpha Psi went to the school to educate the young students in money management and savings. “I 
love the kids and teaching them to save money is very important,” Vo said.
Ducks in a row
Crime reportst
visit www.wkuherald.edu for online content.
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Find out how thousands of people 
save lives & earn extra cash by 
donating plasma.  Plasma is used to 
manufacture unique medicines for 
people with serious illnesses.
“I don’t think people realize, for two hours 
a week, they can give someone a chance at 
life.  That’s priceless!”
www.dciplasma.com
Earn up to $170/ MonthShort on Cash?Donate Plasma!
It’s like having a part-time job without a boss
Bowling Green Biologicals
410 Old Morgantown Rd.
793-0425




ad for $5 
extra on your 
2nd and 4th 
Donations
Budget awaiting changes C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
The Zetas were serving a 
suspension but returned to 
campus on Jan. 27, he said.
Few colleges have all nine 
historically black Greek orga-
nizations on campus, Clay 
said.
“It’s deep to have all of the 
‘Divine Nine’ at Western,” he 
said. 
Lynch said he doesn’t know 
which other schools have all 
of the Divine Nine because the 
national council does not keep 
a record of it, and sororities 
and fraternities come to and 
leave campuses on a regular 
basis.
“It’s like here today, gone 
tomorrow,” he said. 
In order for a fraternity or 
sorority chapter to be recog-
nized by a university, it must 
be recognized first by the 
NPHC. Then the NPHC noti-
fies the school about the new 
chapter, Lynch said. 
Each organization must also 
meet university standards for 
Greek organizations to be rec-
ognized by the school.
Clay said that having the 
Divine Nine on campus has 
brought the fraternities and 
sororities together. 
“When you think of the 
struggles,” he said, “it’s a sense 
of accomplishment.” 
According to the NPHC, 
each fraternity and sorority 
developed when black students 
were being denied rights on 
college campuses. The organi-
zations aligned to pursue those 
rights.
Louisville graduate student 
Montez Phillips said the Divine 
Nine is important because the 
members of the organizations 
have affected America’s histo-
ry.  Several influential leaders 
were members of black Greek 
organizations, such as actor 
and comedian Bill Cosby and 
Carter Woodson, the founder 
of Black History Month. 
Clay said the presence of 
all nine organizations will help 
black students develop their 
leadership skills through com-
munity service and network-
ing.
Greek members work togeth-
er to plan events for the com-
munity. Through these activi-
ties, they learn the importance 
of team work and community 
involvement, Clay said.
Students network with alum-
ni members, other Greeks on 
campus and Greeks from other 
schools. This can help students 
later on with finding jobs.
Franklin sophomore Kristina 
Gamble said she hopes the 
Divine Nine will work together 
to improve and unify campus. 
Gamble is a member of Zeta 
Phi Beta sorority.
“The Divine Nine isn’t just 
about stepping or wearing our 
letters and colors,” Gamble 
said. “We are determined 
and dedicated students who 
have, and still are, going to 
make great things happen on 
Western’s campus.”




By Ka t i e Br a n d e n B u r g
Herald reporter
The numbers have been 
crunched.
Western has completed a pre-
liminary budget for the 2007-08 
academic year. But plans may 
change if state and national laws 
are passed that change retirement 
funding and the minimum wage.
New revenue will total more 
than $15 million, according to the 
budget.
The Board of Regents finance 
and budget committee will see the 
budget in March, Chief Financial 
Officer Ann Mead said.
But not all of that money is 
certain to come to Western.
Of the projected revenue, 
$453,000 is money that Western 
would normally spend on sup-
plementing retirement funds of 
employees who are part of the 
Optional Retirement Program 
instead of the Kentucky Teachers’ 
Retirement System, Mead said.
Whether that money can be 
used in the areas it is budgeted for 
depends on Kentucky legislators 
voting to use state budget surplus 
money to supplement KTRS, the 
Herald previously reported.
That would make available 
some money from ORP funds that 
would have been used to supple-
ment KTRS, the Herald previ-
ously reported.
Provost Barbara Burch said 
Western’s Budget Council hasn’t 
discussed possible cuts that could 
result if the changes don’t pass.
“It would complicate matters 
for us somewhat,” Burch said.
Western’s budget might also 
change if the state or national gov-
ernments increase the minimum 
wage, Mead said.
Western has budgeted for 
an increase to $6.50 an hour for 
workers earning minimum wage, 
but new laws could depart from 
the projected increase, she said.
The largest spending increase 
in the budget will be more than $4 
million for employee raises.
Elizabeth Paris, business coor-
dinator in information technology 
and Budget Council member, said 
Western’s priorities are academics 
and salary increases.
The largest increase for optional 
programs was a $375,000 increase 
for institutional advancement. Most 
of that money will finance a capital 
fundraising campaign, Burch said.
Reach Katie Brandenburg 
at news@wkuherald.com.
Pink is splashed across the brick walls 
and shower floors; there are even pink 
metal lockers, carpeting, sinks, showers and 
urinals. 
For decades, visiting football teams play-
ing at Kinnick Stadium have dressed and 
showered in a pink locker room.
Critics of the University of Iowa’s vis-
itors’ locker room say the use of pink 
demeans women and perpetuates offensive 
stereotypes about women and homosexual-
ity.
The tradition was started by former Iowa 
coach Hayden Fry, a psychology major who 
said pink had a calming and passive effect 
on people. Which may have some truth to it, 
considering the Hawkeyes have won about 
64 percent of their home games.
In a different arena, the color pink is 
being used as a marker of a more noble 
cause.
Comedy and corralling broncos and bulls 
are the usual way Mighty Mike Wentworth 
displays his courage. But he has a more col-
orful way to show his toughness. 
Wentworth, a professional clown and 
barrel man, outfits himself in a pink shirt in 
support of Wrangler’s “Tough Enough to 
Wear Pink” campaign.
“Tough Enough to Wear Pink” is a benev-
olent initiative designed to raise awareness 
and funds for breast cancer research.
Wentworth, who is sponsored by 
Wrangler, said that part of the money he 
earns for working rodeos goes to breast 
cancer research. 
Wentworth said he is more than happy 
to show his support for the campaign and 
talks to people about the significance of the 
color.  
“Oh yeah, absolutely, I even wear pink 
outside of clowning,” Wentworth said. “If it 
helps a cause that is as good as that, then I 
am up for it.” 
Wentworth said he wears a pink shirt 
almost every show and had one on every day 
but one when the Lone Star Rodeo came to 
Bowling Green. 
“I just had no more clean ones to wear,” 
he said. 
The program was created by a combina-
tion of American brands and rodeo sponsors 
in the western industry in 2005. 
From pink shirts and boots, to pink hat 
stickers and saddle pads, “Tough Enough 
to Wear Pink” supporters are ponying up to 
support the cause. Rodeos sanctioned by the 
Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association 
are also getting involved by sponsoring local 
rodeo “Tough Enough” nights.
The public relations spokesperson could 
not be reached for comment on how much 
the campaign has raised in its two years of 
existence, but the Wrangler Company stated 
in a press release that they hoped to reach 
more than $1 million. 
According to a 2007 report filed by the 
American Cancer Society, 178,480 new 
cases of invasive breast cancer are expected. 
Breast cancer death rates have been drop-
ping steadily since 1990, one report says. 
The same report said the decline is a 
result of earlier detection and better treat-
ments. About 40,910 breast cancer deaths 
are expected in 2007.   
Such a report proves that people still need 
to cowboy up when it comes to fighting a 
disease that affects so many, even if it means 
donning a little more pink to remind people 
there is still a cure that hasn’t been found.    
Andrew McNamara is a senior news/
editorial journalism major from LaVergne, 
Tenn. He is a reporter for the Herald sports 
section.
The opinions expressed in this commen-
tary do not reflect the opinions of the Herald 
or the university.























































Bowling Green, Ky.  42101
SUBMISSIONS POLICY
The Herald encourages readers to write letters and commentaries on topics of 
public interest.  Here are a few guidelines:
 1. Letters should not exceed 250 words, and commentaries should be 500-600 words.
 2. Originality counts.  There’s no grade at stake here.  Please don’t submit plagiarized work.
 3. For verification, letters and commentaries must include your name, phone number, home     
     town  and classification or title.  YOUR WORK WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED FOR PUBLICATION   
     IF YOU FAIL TO PROVIDE THIS INFORMATION.
 4. If you choose to e-mail your letter or commentary, please do not send it as an e-mail 
     attachment.  We use Macintosh computers.
 5. Letters may not run in every edition due to space constraints.
 6. The Herald reserves the right to edit all letters for style, grammar, length and clarity.  The   
     Herald DOES NOT PRINT LIBELOUS LETTERS OR COMMENTARIES.
DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reflect 
those of Western’s administration or of its employees.
EDITORIAL
Students must stay alert about crime
The Issue: An arrest concerning child abuse and an armed robbery stood out among last week’s headlines.
Our view: Students have a responsibility to keep themselves and others safe through simple, effective precautions.
Are you tough enough to wear pink?
      by Andrew McNamara
COMMENTARYHerald online poll results
What do you think is the best
way of exercising at Western?
To participate, go to www.wkuherald.com. You also can 
voice your opinion on the Herald message boards and 


























News Editor Amber Coulter: 
news@wkuherald.com
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“Congress shall make no law … 
abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press …”
— First Amendment, U.S. Constitution
The Creed
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Two incidents in the past week have caused safety concerns for Western students and their 
loved ones. A student reported being 
robbed at gunpoint last Tuesday at 
the Registry apartment complex, and 
a Bowling Green sophomore and her 
boyfriend were arrested Monday on 
charges of abusing and neglecting the 
sophomore’s 3-year-old son.
While violent crimes are not preva-
lent at Western, students need to be 
aware of dangers, not only to them-
selves, but to those who are not part of 
the campus community. Students can-
not be prepared for the outside world if 
they don’t know how to protect them-
selves and others.
If a student suspects that a neigh-
bor or friend’s child is being abused 
or neglected, he has a responsibility 
as a citizen to at least tell someone in 
law enforcement about his concern. 
Students can call Kentucky’s Adult 
and Child Abuse Reporting Hotline at 
1-800-752-6200 to report and obtain 
information.
Also, Kentucky State Police main-
tain a sex offender Web site at kspsor.
state.ky.us that can be searched by any-
one at anytime. It includes photographs 
and addresses of the offenders, as well 
as lists of their offenses.
Students who witness or are victims 
of any crime need to report it immedi-
ately. In cases of theft, some students 
do not report crimes either because 
they assume they will not be solved or 
because they only lost something inex-
pensive or replaceable.
These students must understand that 
whoever robbed them might steal fre-
quently, and that other students living 
or working nearby could soon be vic-
tims. If the thief is not apprehended, 
reporting the crime could still alert 
those other students of the problem and 
thus make them more cautious.
Western students also have a respon-
sibility to keep themselves safe on a 
daily basis. We’re sure you’ve heard 
many of these before, but here are 
some reminders on how to stay safe:  
uAvoid walking alone at night, 
even if you’re going to a nearby build-
ing or someplace familiar. Western 
offers students, faculty and staff an 
escort service from dusk until dawn 
that can be reached at (270) 745-3333.
uRemember where the emergency 
poles are located near your dorm or 
classroom buildings, so you can quick-
ly find one.
uDon’t carry lots of cash in your 
wallet or purse; $100 should be the 
limit for most students. If you carry a 
debit card or credit card, write down a 
phone number you can call to cancel 
the card in case it is stolen, and keep it 
in your home or dorm room.
uIf you have a cellular phone, 
always carry it with you. An assailant 
might be less likely to attack if you are 
talking to someone while walking. But 
remember to stay aware of your sur-
roundings.
uDon’t bring valuable items with 
you to a party, whether it’s on or off 
campus. Find someone you trust who 
can escort you home afterward, espe-
cially if there’s drinking involved. 
uBuying Mace or pepper spray is a 
good precaution, especially for students 
who work or study during late hours or 
walk long distances from where they 
park. Pepper spray can be purchased at 
University Bookstore for $6.95.
None of these precautions can guar-
antee safety, but they can improve 
safety and quality of living at Western. 
Keeping an eye open is everyone’s 
responsibility.
This editorial represents the major-
ity view of the Herald’s 10-member 
board of student editors.
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If you could organize a protest against 
something at Western, what would it be?
“Parking. I just don’t 
want to give out $85 for 
a pass.”
Hazard 
               
Summer Bolton                
senior
“No 8 a.m. classes! 
I’m an art student, and 
they just started making 






classes. A lot of them just 
waste time and money. It’s 





“The lack of conscious-
ness of world issues. 
We as an institution are 
trying to build up, but we 
don’t seem to be trying to 
impact the outside world.”
              
Henderson
13
College HeigHts HeraldFebruary 20, 2007 Page 5
CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACKC YM K C YM KC YM K
CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACKC YM K C YM KC YM K
T A L I S M A N
 Feb. 27th to













  TUESDAY 
     10-6
WEDNESDAY 
     10-6
Portraits
THURSDAY 
    10-6
  FRIDAY 
    10-4
It’s your yearbook’   
Reserve your
GO TO -> Http://topnet.wku.edu/
Click on : Reserve a 2007 Talismanfollow the directions
FREE copy TODAY!
Building An Inquiry Culture:
Chapman Rackaway is an Assistant Professor of Political Science and American Democ-
racy Project Coordinator at Fort Hayes State University.  A former political consultant, Pro-
fessor Rackaway is focused on finding new and creative ways to engage primarily younger 
citizens in the political process. Professor Rackaway has been widely acknowledged for his 
use of the New York Times as a pedagogical tool in both general education and major field 
coursework.  
For more information about the NY Times College Program, go to 
http://www.nytimes.com/college.
Th Feb 22 @ 3:00-4:00 pm
Cravens 111
BCTSP Approval: No
Using                                           in the Curriculm
Chapman Rackaway
Master Teacher, Fort Hayes State University
WKU Faculty and students have an opportunity 
to participate in the NY Times College Program, 
offered by Master Teacher Chapman Rackaway.  
Topical areas of the NY Times, creative and im-
pactful ways to use the Times as an instructional 
resource, and a brief section on how to use some 
co-curricular activities linked to course objectives 
will be discussed.  This seminar is co-sponsored 
by the New York Times, American Democracy 
Project, and FaCET. 
Hair and 
-For Men & Women-
Tanning Salon









ON THE GROUND FLOOR 

















By Ka t i e Br a n d e n B u r g
Herald reporter
Don Vitale made an invest-
ment, and now it’s paying off.
The Bowling Green business-
man is one of many donors who 
have helped Western endowments 
exceed $92 million last fall.
Tom Hiles, vice president 
for institutional advancement, 
announced the milestone Feb. 12.
“The work of WKU is 
important to the overall suc-
cess of the community,” Vitale 
said. “If WKU is successful, the 
region and our community will 
be more successful.”
Endowments are donations 
which are invested instead of 
spent initially.
Western’s goal is to raise $200 
million in endowments by 2012.
Reaching that goal is going 
to be challenging, Hiles said. 
One key issue will be building 
investor confidence in Western.
“Donors make big gifts for 
big ideas,” Hiles said.
Donor support, aggressive 
fundraising and Western’s good 
investment policy are key fac-
tors that led to the an increase 
of 13.7 percent in endowments 
last year, Hiles said.
About $51 million of 
Western’s endowments are 
in the WKU Foundation and 
$37 million are in the College 
Heights Foundation, he said.
The rest is controlled by third-
party trusts, Hiles said. Third-
party trusts manage money inde-
pendently to benefit Western.
Western’s largest single 
endowment was an $11 million 
donation from Jerry Baker in 
April 2006, Hiles said.
Endowments are important 
because they are permanent 
sources of income, Hiles said. 
Their permanence is a major 
advantage to endowment funds.
Higher education endow-
ments increased by an average 
of 10.7 percent in the 2006 
fiscal year, according to an 
annual report by the National 
Association of College and 
University Business Officers.
Jessica Shedd, director of 
research and policy analysis 
for the association, said normal 
endowment returns are about 9 
to 10 percent. Endowments had 
a good year this year because 
most other investments per-
formed well, she said.
Another reason for healthy 
returns is more sophisticated 
investment strategies by those 
who manage endowments, 
Shedd said.
Brett Hammond, chief invest-
ment strategist for an investment 
agency that helped the asso-
ciation compile the report, said 
the most important reason for 
increasing endowment returns 
is that many universities are 
using alternative investments. 
Alternative investments 
include real estate, hedge 
funds and natural resources, 
Hammond said.
Hiles said Western doesn’t use 
alternative investments, but the 
university is exploring the option.
“We’re still a little bit too small 
to take that risk,” Hiles said.
Hammond said universities 
with bigger endowments are able 
to put money into alternative 
investments because they have 
more freedom to experiment 
with investments and more staff 
members to manage money.
Reach Katie Brandenburg
at news@wkuherald.com.
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
system to start using plus/minus.  
Northern faculty members like 
plus/minus grading, Oliver said. It 
modernizes the grading scale.
All but one or two of Northern’s 
benchmark institutions use plus/
minus grading, Oliver said.
Eastern Kentucky University 
implemented plus/minus grad-
ing in 1999 to control possible 
problems with grade inflation, 
according to Eastern senate 
meeting minutes.
But continued controversy over 
the system caused the senate to 
place a moratorium on the system 
in 2002, according to minutes.
A 2003 ad-hoc committee 
report stating that plus/minus 
doesn’t necessarily control 
grade inflation caused sena-
tors to discontinue the system, 
according to the minutes.
The University of Kentucky 
was in a position similar to 
Western’s in 1997.
Many students opposed the 
grading system change, said Kaveh 
Tagavi, UK’s senate council chair. 
They came to UK’s senate meet-
ing to voice their opinions
The senate voted not to use 
plus/minus grading campus-wide.
The students’ opposition 
was a major factor that blocked 
the system’s implementation, 
Tagavi said.
UK still uses plus/minus in a 
few programs, according to the 
school registrar’s office.
SGA President Jeanne Johnson 
told students at the rally that a 
recent report on plus/minus grad-
ing said the system would have a 
negative effect on students.
Johnson told students that 
more than half of the students 
surveyed in a Committee on 
Academic Quality report would 
have been negatively affected 
by plus/minus grading.
Overall, there was a 12.8 
percent GPA gain and a 33.1 
percent GPA loss among stu-
dents during that time, accord-
ing to the report.
SGA referred to a sub-group 
of students studied. The group 
includes students enrolled at 
Western full-time for three semes-
ters, who are most likely to be 
affected by the change.
Robert Cobb, the director of 
Institutional Research, has previ-
ously said the study wasn’t con-
ducted for enough semesters and 
not enough teachers participated 
in the study to definitely say how 
plus/minus affects grades.
Johnson said students couldn’t 
let University Senate vote without 
knowing their opinions.
Joshua Fries, SGA public rela-
tions committee chair, said plus/
minus isn’t fair to students.
Fries said the teachers he spoke 
with thought plus/minus would 
cause students to work harder to 
get a higher GPA.
“I don’t think I could work 
harder than I already am,” 
Fries said.
Assistant Economics Professor 
Brian Strow has said plus/minus 
will be more fair and will encour-
age students to work harder. 
Strow introduced the plus/
minus debate in 2004.
Reach Jessica VanWinkle 
at news@wkuherald.com.
GradinG
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offer expires 02.28.07
For Every Friend you Refer to College Suites, You’ll
Both Receive $100.00 off September’s Rent,








6:00 pm & 8:00 pm
1403 College St.    843-3638
www.wkucatholiccenter.com
By Mi c h a e l ha l l
Herald reporter
There’s a peculiar photo taped 
to a corner of a blue wall in a 
local band’s practice room.
Set apart from posters of past 
rock n’ roll icons, the photo con-
tains a young woman in a pink 
shirt with the words, “Umm ya 
… I am a champion, I party with 
The Secret,” across it.
MTV producers can’t say 
the same.
Members of the band The 
Secret performed at Ariel 
Milby’s 16th birthday bash in 
Campbellsville for the MTV 
show “My Super Sweet 16.”
Band members include 
freshman Neal Clayton, for-
mer Western students Zachary 
Lindsey and Stu Johnson, and 
Justin Wilson, who hasn’t 
attended Western. All of them 
are Bowling Green residents.
Gathered around a plasma 
TV in the basement of 19-year-
old lead singer Lindsey’s home 
on Feb. 12, bassist and back-
up vocalist Johnson, drummer 
Wilson and guitarist Clayton, 
eagerly awaited their moment 
on the show’s premiere. 
Unfortunately for Lindsey 
and the rest of the band, that 
moment never came.
Completely missing from all 
aspects of the show’s premiere, 
it appeared as if the band did not 
play at all.
“I realized about halfway 
through that we weren’t in it,” 
Wilson said. “And I just stormed 
out of the room.”
Many sympathetic phone 
calls later, the band received an 
explanation about the editing the 
next morning.
“I was in bed sleeping when 
my dad knocked on the door,” 
Wilson said. “He was holding 
the phone in his hand and said, 
‘Son, you have a phone call. 
It’s MTV.’ I was immediately 
like, ‘Whoa, MTV is calling 
my house.’”
The representative from MTV 
said the band had been edited 
out because of a failure to sign 
release forms for their music. 
The representative promised 
that the band would be given a 
chance to appear in a remix of 
the show aired later that week. 
“They never called to tell us 
about it,” explained Lindsey, 
“So we had no idea.”
Band members and Kathy 
Underwood, Milby’s mother, 
said MTV representatives said 
it was the band’s failure to 
sign release forms that ulti-
mately got them cut from the 
show’s premiere.
But MTV Communications 
Coordinator Jennifer Deguzman 
said the network simply wanted 
to save the band’s performance 
for the remix. 
A Saturday morning remix 
showed a blurb of the band 
performing at the party, but 
fans of the band said it was 
small consolation to the peo-
ple who expected them to air 
during the premiere. 
“I was just shocked that 
something like this could hap-
pen, especially when we hyped 
it up so much,” Johnson said, 
“I really didn’t know what to 
say at first.”
In spite of the incident, all 
the band members agreed that 
the experience of filming and 
being involved in the party was 
overwhelmingly positive.
“The Secret is an awesome 
band,” Milby said. “If I could 
sum them up in any way, it 
would be ‘awesome.’”
The Secret’s latest album, 
“El Campeon,” is scheduled 
to release in late March, and 
it’s dedicated to their deceased 
friend, Jamie Rich. In the mean-
time, they are continuing to book 
gigs and practices.
“There’s never really a set 
schedule,” Clayton explained. 
“We just kind of do it.”
The band has been talking to 
a representative from Interscope 
Records about a record deal 
and is set to open for the band 
Miracle Drug in Nashville on 
March 1. 




Bowling Green freshman Neal Clayton has been playing guitar for nine years. “It’s a great 
thing to have your band premiere on MTV, and despite the confusion, it worked out in the 
end,” Clayton said. 
The Secret still unknown following MTV snub
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
The Bowling Green Public 
Works department has created 
plans to make up parking spac-
es that would be lost during the 
expansion, Assistant City Engineer 
Melissa Cansler told commission-
ers. The plans include building a 
parking structure.
Cansler announced the plans 
Feb. 6 during the commissioners’ 
working meeting.
Cansler said that there would be 
177 parking spaces lost between 
13th and Sixth avenues if the two-
way conversion takes place.
The city would lose 27 parking 
spaces with the one-way expan-
sion.
The city would gain more than 
400 spaces with the new parking 
structure.
In a survey given by the Public 
Works department, 76 percent of 
respondents favored the one-way 
streets, while 16 percent favored 
two-way streets.
Lauren Cohen, owner of the 
store Bloom, Fine Apparel and 
Unique Accessories, said the 
change would eventually pre-
vent new business from com-
ing to the square, and the two-
way streets would decrease her 
store’s visibility.
“A lot of people wouldn’t know 
we were here if people didn’t 
drive,” she said.
Jim Barnett of Bowling Green 
said that the streets are what gives 
downtown Bowling Green its 
beauty. 
“I moved to downtown because 
of how everything was laid out. 
The city just circles around the 
whole square,” he said. “It is 
unique for a city this size.”
Strow said the city isn’t cur-
rently advocating a change.
Walker said it will be hard to 
avoid such street changes in the 
future.
“It has taken many, many years 
to get to this point, and we can’t 
treat it lightly,” Walker said.
Reach Elizabeth Worster
at news@wkuherald.com.
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
He said Western will continue 
to grow.
“I think we will need to contin-
ue to focus on the need to balance 
cost and quality,” he said.
Luallen said economic strength 
and the general attitude toward 
higher education in a university’s 
surrounding area can influence 
enrollment, including the growth 
at Western.
But Western’s tuition has 
increased 159 percent, the highest 
rate in the state since 1998, the 
report states.
Average tuition since 1997 has 
increased by 128 percent, accord-
ing to the report.
Kentucky’s increase in full-time 
students attending four-year institu-
tions has begun to level out, accord-
ing to the report. Last year, the num-
ber increased by only 92 students.
Kentucky will miss its bach-
elor’s degree goals by 211,000 
degrees if enrollment continues 
to increase at the current rate, 
according to the Council on Post-
Secondary Education.
Luallen said Kentucky can still 
reach its goal.
“It will take strong leadership 
from the very top of Kentucky state 
government,” Luallen said.
The report says 45 percent of 
the increase in full-time undergrad-
uates is from out-of-state students. 
Luallen recommended that the 
state legislature examine out-of-
state tuition prices.
CPE President Tom Layzell said 
any action from the legislature on 
the report will probably not come 
until the next legislative session.
Increasing financial aid avail-
able to adult and part-time students 
would help enrollment problems, 
Layzell said.
“I feel pretty optimistic that it’s 
doable, that we can reach those 
goals,” he said.
Educating students about higher 
education at an earlier age could 
improve enrollment, Luallen said.
“I think we need to have more 
coordination between higher edu-
cation and high school,” she said.
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Papa’s got the 3-point shot 
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Campus life
Up ‘Til Dawn tops 
$105K for St. Jude
By Ch r i s t i n a al l e n
Herald reporter
About 550 students gathered 
in the Preston Center Friday 
night, shooting hoops, listening 
to music and “Staying Awake 
For The Children’s Sake.”
Western students overall 
have raised $105,663 during the 
past year. Western is third in 
the nation among colleges who 
participated in the fundraiser in 
regard to fundraising.
That’s about a 100 percent 
increase over the previous year, 
said Lizzy White, executive 
director for the event.
When Western began par-
ticipating in 2003, students 
raised only $5,000-$10,000, 
said Amanda Phillips, 
assistant director of Leadership 
and Volunteerism.
The program has been going 
on since 2000, Phillips said.
Up ‘Til Dawn is a fundraiser 
in which students create teams 
to raise money for St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital 
by pledging to stay awake all 
night.
St. Jude Hospital is dedi-
cated to finding cures for chil-
dren with cancer and other life-
threatening diseases.
Students from various orga-
nizations participated in Up 
‘Til Dawn, including fraterni-
ties, sororities and Habitat For 
Humanity.  
The Up ‘Til Dawn’s execu-
tive board raised $15,005, the 
most money of any team, said 
Cherieth Lineweaver, executive 
committee member.
Alpha Omicron Pi soror-
ity raised $14,739, the second 
highest amount raised.
Audrey Cornell, faculty advis-
er for the nursing program, said 
she formed a team with some of 
her students because they wanted 
to support the cause.
She said the Kentucky 
Association of Nursing raised 
about $500 for St. Jude.
Entertainment throughout 
the night included a live band 
and a hypnotist. 
Jarrod Cooper, a member of 
the band Fair June, said the band 
offered to play for free because 
it was for a good cause.
“I’ve had people in my fam-
ily die of cancer,” he said.
Former St. Jude patient 
Adam Ferrari, was diagnosed 
with leukemia when he was 
7 years old. He is currently 
a healthy teenager who enjoys 
wrestling and football.  
“Thank God there is a place 
like St. Jude,” he said in a 
speech to Up ‘Til Dawn par-
ticipants, “or this would have 
been the beginning of the end 
of my life.”
Reach Christina Allen 
at news@wkuherald.com.
By Wi l l Cr a v e n s 
Herald reporter
It’s safe to say the lat-
est adaptation from the 
popular Marvel comics, 
“Ghost Rider,” is a dis-
appointment. From the 
same writer and director 
of “Daredevil,” Mark 
Steven Johnson, “Ghost 
Rider” just doesn’t ful-
fill the potential that 
this story has.
Johnny Blaze 
(Nicolas Cage) is a 
stunt motorcyclist who 
makes a deal with the 
devil (Peter Fonda) in 
the name of love.
Years later,  Blaze finds him-
self being forced to carry out 
Satan’s biddings as the Ghost 
Rider just as he reunites with 
his teenage love, Roxanne (Eva 
Mendes). 
With help from a mysterious 
caretaker (Sam Elliott), Ghost 
Rider must try to stop Satan’s 
son, Blackheart (Wes Bentley), 
from creating hell on Earth.
You’re not alone if you think 
this plot is a little messy. There 
is so much going on in so little 
time, forcing us to just accept 
the formula that we’re given.
The film lacks the substance 
we’ve seen in other Marvel 
films, such as “Spider-Man” or 
“X-Men.” It hurries through the 
story to get to the action.
What’s worse is that the 
action isn’t that great. Only one 
scene, in which Ghost Rider 
scales a building, stands out 
above mediocre. 
The problem is that the film 
relies on special effects. There 
is little imagination involved in 
creating the look of Ghost Rider 
or the cursed world he lives in. 
Instead, everything is given to 
us on a plate, and what’s on it 
just isn’t appetizing.
I have a feeling that fans 
of the comics will share my 
sentiment. The story represents 
the values of love, justice and 
choice, but the movie doesn’t 
convey that well enough.
 
Reach Will Cravens 
at features@wkuherald.com.
‘Ghost Rider’ is a 
letdown at best
Starring: Nicolas Cage, Eva 
Mendes, Peter Fonda, Sam Elliott, 
Wes Bentley
Rated: PG-13 for horror, violence 
and disturbing images






Nashville senior Sara Moggio runs around Phi Mu sorority members during a game of 
Duck, Duck, Goose at the Up ‘Til Dawn fundraiser event at the Preston Center on Friday.
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Thank you to the ones who made 
their voices heard at the rally.  They 
tabled the bill for another month.  





For more information: Call 745-4354 or stop by the 
SGA Main OFFICE DUC 130
no more plus or minus!
   no more plus or minus!
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 0
Junior forward Crystal Kelly had 
a statistically sound night, scoring 25 
points and grabbing five rebounds. 
She fouled out 
with less than 




scored 14 points 
in the loss.
“We started 
slow in the first 
half and we 
can’t do that,” Zaragoza said in the 
post-game radio show. “Everyone 
in the Sun Belt Conference is play-
ing well and we can’t wait until 
the second half to get started.”
The Lady Toppers return home 
for their final home game of the 
season at 7 p.m. Saturday against 
Florida International.
Sucessful weekend
The Lady Toppers bounced 
back from a home loss to Middle 
Tennessee with wins at home over 
Florida Atlantic and at Troy.
Saturday’s game at Troy was a 
showcase for Kelly, as she finished 
with 34 points and 11 rebounds in 
Western’s 66-53 victory.
Freshman guard Kenzie Rich 






vincing a win 
as Western has 
had all year, 
as it routed the 
Owls 105-78.
The defense 
was lockdown for Western, hold-
ing FAU to 39 percent shooting 
while knocking down 56 percent 
of their shots from the field.
Kelly had 29 points while 
Rich (19 points), freshman guard 
Brooke Faulkner (11 points) and 
sophomore guard Brianne Brown 
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1 & 2 bdrm. available. Ask 
about our move in specials. 
Call 320-6425
•••••••••••••••••••
Cabell Gardens Fall 2007 
Executive apartments, one 
block from WKU, 3 bdrm., 
$250 each, parking, W/D, all 
appliances. 1504 Park St. 
270-781-9182
•••••••••••••••••••
2 Bedroom cottage. 
1305 Magnolia. Central heat/
air, W/D, furnished. $475/mo.  
781-8307
•••••••••••••••••••
1328 Adams St., very nice, 2 
bedroom apt., $375/mo., no 
pets, lease and deposit 
required. Call 846-2397
•••••••••••••••••••
1, 2 & 3 Bdrms. New 21 
Station Fitness Center and 
Business Center! Adjacent to 
WKU Shuttle! Call 842-4063 
cameronpark@bellsouth.net
•••••••••••••••••••
For Rent. 2 bedroom, 1 bath 
Duplex off of Creason. 
Contact number 792-3155. 




The College Heights Herald screens 
ads for misleading or false claims but 
cannot guarantee any ad or claim. 
Please use caution when 
answering ads, especially when 




Store clerk/cashier at 
Hilltopper BP. 20 to 25 hours a 
week. Nights and Weekends. 
C-Store experience preferred, 
but not required. Starting pay 
$ 7.00/hr. with experience. 




seeking WKU student 
year-round in law office. Send 
resume and transcript to Att. 
Office Manager, 607 E. 10th 
Ave., BG, KY 42101
•••••••••••••••••••
Publisher’s Notice: All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Fair Housing Act 
of 1968 which makes it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation, or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, or national origin, handicapped status, families with children, or 
any intention to make such a preference, limitation or discrimination.” This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. Please notify the Fair Housing Council at 502-583-3247 or 
1-800-558-3247 if you feel there has been a violation.
For Rent For Rent Help Wanted
4 Bedroom
 2 Bath House








Guys and girls haircuts $5.00. 
Barber College of South 
Central Kentucky. 782-3261
•••••••••••••••••••
Like to network? Are you a 
leader? Join a 100 yr. old 




GeT Paid To WaTCH 
Video GaMeS!
WKU Gameathon needs 






1 BR $519; 2 BR $579
3 Minutes to Campus!
New Hardwood! Sparkling 
Pool! Now Pre-Leasing for 




2 Bdrm Apt. including washer/
dryer. All electric. $250 Move 
In Special. Call 782-1863.
•••••••••••••••••••
2 Bdrm Apt. Nice, clean, 
modern, appliances furnished, 
W/D hookup. All electric. Next 
to WKU. Off Street Parking 
with security lights. No pets. 





$314/mo. Utilities, cable, 
internet, W/D, included. 




Part-time front desk 
position available!
Tuesday and Thursday









Used hotel furniture. Credenza 
$20. Nightstands & desks $15. 
Headboard $5. Available 
anytime Mon. through Sat. 
8 - 4:30 at the Fairfield Inn. 




Room for rent. Homeowner 
looking for open-minded 
individual. Close to WKU. 
Cable, internet, W/D. 
Pets Welcome, $100 
non-refundable deposit. 




Close to WKU. 1 Bedroom 
apartment. $325/mo. + deposit 
& some utilities. Call 796-7949
•••••••••••••••••••
Beauty Shop
Tues. - Sat. 9:30a.m. - 6 p.m.
55$
Highlights
additional color for free
Tuesday & Wednesday ONLY! Call for appointment
843-2188
HIP HOP FASHIONS PRESENTS
JODY BREEZE
[of Boyz in da Hood]
Performing Live
Feb 24





Opening Act: BEEZY [of Dice Down Entertainment]
VIP Available at Door
FREE WINGS & BEER W/ VIP PASS
For more information contact Hip Hop Fashions 1562 US 31W Bypass  270-781-3213
@
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 0
For the Toppers, freshman 
diver Peyton Thomas finished 
third in the 3-meter event. Senior 
Travano McPhee and juniors 
Brian Lewis and Jevon Atkinson 
finished first in the 200-yard 
medley relay. 
Lewis earned bronze in the 
200-yard individual medley. 
Atkinson placed second in the 
50-yard free. 
Both the Toppers and Lady 
Toppers earned bronze in the 
400-yard medley relay.
As the end of the meet neared, 
the Toppers gathered on the deck 
in their swimsuits, ready to take 
the celebratory plunge into the 
pool.
“They’re all my best friends,” 
Lewis said. “I can’t name a guy 
on the team that I wouldn’t miss 
if they were gone.”
For senior Guy Simmons, 
Saturday night was a finale to 
his career.
“We knew we could come 
together as a team, we’ve been 
doing it all year,” Simmons said. 
“And give it one last run, espe-
cially for us seniors.”
Mom pulls double duty
For Margie Neltner, it was 
the ultimate sports weekend. 
As her daughter Mallory swam 
for the Lady Toppers, her son 
Ross’s Vanderbilt men’s basket-
ball team took on No. 1 ranked 
Florida.  
After watching preliminar-
ies Saturday morning, Neltner 
headed to Memorial Gymnasium 
to watch Ross, a junior forward, 
score 15 points and pull down six 
rebounds in the Commodores’ 
83-70 win.
She then made her way back to 
the Caulkins Center to see Mallory 
finish fourth in the 200-yard back-
stroke finals Saturday night. 
“It never worked out this great 
before,” Neltner said. “It was a 






Junior forward Crystal Kelly goes for a basket 




Fluffy, white precipitation 
was the culprit for Western 
baseball’s current 12-day 
hiatus.
What started as a few post-
ponements became a cancella-
tion of the entire home weekend 
series against Miami (Ohio).
The Toppers (2-1) return to 
action at home against Xavier 
(0-3) at 3 p.m. Friday for the 
first of a three-game series. It 
will be the team’s first appear-
ance since Feb. 11.
“We both wanted to play, 
but the arrangements had to be 
made in advance,” Redhawks 
coach Dan Simonds said. “We 
didn’t want our players getting 
hurt.”
Simonds said it wasn’t a 
good week for scheduling 
games because potential field 
conditions were hard to predict.
Since hitters haven’t been 
seeing a lot of pitches, senior 
utility player Casey Hamilton 
said their timing might be 
affected by the break.
“We haven’t been outside 
a lot, so that might affect us a 
little bit,” Hamilton said. “We 
should get a good week of prac-
tice in and be fine.”
— Will Perkins
Tennis teams take 
victories
The Lady Toppers improved 
their record to a perfect 4-0 with 
a 5-2 victory over Austin Peay 
on Saturday. 
In singles, Western took four 
of six matches, led by senior 
Christina Hall and sophomore 
Erin Fulkerson. Hall won her 
fourth straight after defeat-
ing Mariana Pagan 7-5, 6-0. 
Fulkerson matched Hall with a 
team-tying fourth victory with a 
6-3, 6-0 win.    
“We lost a couple (players) 
from last year, so I moved up 
in the lineup,” junior Brittany 
Waiz said. “It’s been a chal-
lenge, but I play better against 
better talent.” 
The men’s team fought 
relentlessly on Friday night, 
coming up short in 4-3 loss to 
Tennessee-Martin. 
The Toppers (3-2) split the 
singles matches, 3-3, with junior 
Chad True leading the way with 
his team-high fifth win. True 
stayed undefeated with a 6-7, 
6-2, 6-1. True was victorious in 
doubles with his brother, sopho-
more Andy True, 8-6, improv-
ing their doubles record to 5-0. 
“It’s easy (playing with my 
brother) because we know each 
other’s game so well,” Chad 
True said. “We both know our 
strengths and weaknesses just 
from the experience of being 
around each other.”
    
 — Ryne Dunkelberger
Western.................26 39 — 65
North Texas...........31 42 — 73
Lady Topppers (19-7, 13-4)
Kelly 25, Zaragoza 14, Rich 11, Marshall 7, 
Shouse 6, Faulkner 2.
Mean Green (8-18, 5-11)
Jackson 19, James 16, Howard 12, Hall 7, 
Sanders 6, Walli 6, Lee 5, Quattrocchi 2.
SportS
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Notable
•Freshman forward Jeremy Evans 
recorded the first double-double of 
his career Saturday night at Troy. 
He scored a career high 18 points, 
grabbed 13 rebounds in the 75-74 win.
      Sports editor Jason Stamm:
sports@wkuherald.com
Photo editor Sarah Wright:
photo@wkuherald.com
Contact:
CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACKC YM K C YM KC YM K
CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACKC YM K C YM KC YM K
By An d r e w ro B i n s o n
Herald Reporter
NASHVILLE — In a chaotic, yet celebratory moment, many of the 
Toppers walked around the Caulkins Center pool deck with three fingers 
waving high on Saturday.
Three, as in three straight men’s Sun Belt Conference championships.
In an atmosphere which could have been considered a Bill Powell 
Natatorium that moved 70 miles south, Western support was heard loud 
and clear all weekend long.
The Toppers held onto a lead they established Thursday, on the meet’s 
first day, and finished Saturday night with 734 points. Denver was sec-
ond with 665 points. 
“I’m really proud of our guys,” coach Bruce Marchionda said. “They 
worked hard and they deserved it. They had great attitudes all year.”
Junior Francis Gilmore finished with conference record times in the 
100-yard backstroke, as well as the 200-yard backstroke.
“I just went out and swam my first 100, then I saw I was just about 
even,” Gilmore said. “I just wanted to pull ahead and win.”
The Lady Toppers came in second, trailing Florida Atlantic by 134 
points. 
Senior Kristin Hopkins still had a big smile after the meet and enjoyed 
the celebration.
“(The men) just did an amazing job and we stood behind them the 
whole way just like they did with us,” Hopkins said. “I think that’s what 
makes a great team.”
The Lady Toppers’ medalists included a first place finish by the 200-
yard free relay team. A second place finish by the 200-yard medley relay 
team of freshman Stephanie Terrell, sophomore Allyson Kiracofe, junior 
Nikki Ringelberg and junior Mallory Neltner. 
Neltner and senior Megan Rames finished second and third in the 
50-yard free.
Sophomore Emily Waits finished second in the 3-meter diving. 
Freshman Kathryn Sutton earned bronze in the 400-yard. 
Senior Jennifer Johnson also finished third in the 100-yard fly and 









close in on 
tournament
Softball
Western hits skids in Georgia
By ed Lu k i n s
Herald Reporter
Thanks to freshman center Jeremy Evans’ 
double-double and a second-half comeback, the 
Toppers are one game closer to securing a first- 
round bye in the Sun Belt Conference tourna-
ment. 
Evans hit seven of 10 shots from the field and 
finished with career-highs of 18 points and 13 
rebounds as Western overcame an eight point 
second-half deficit to win at Troy, 75-74, Saturday 
night. 
“We were fortunate that we did come out on 
top,” coach Darrin Horn said. “But we played 
with a tremendous amount of energy and togeth-
erness, and we played with poise.” 
Sophomore guard Orlando Mendez-Valdez 
scored all 13 of his points in the second half as 
the Toppers shot nearly 60 percent from the field 
and hit six three-pointers after halftime.  
Troy coach Don Maestri said Saturday’s con-
test was a game of spurts.
“It was back and forth all game, and we had 
a chance to get back in with a few minutes left,” 
Maestri said. “I didn’t have any doubt they would 
come back, as they are a very talented basketball 
team.”
With two games remaining in the regular sea-
son, the Toppers remain a game and a half ahead 
of both Arkansas State and North Texas in their 
bid for a three seed and a first-round bye in next 
month’s tournament.
The first of those two games will be played 
tonight at 7 in Diddle Arena against Kentucky 
Wesleyan.
The Privateers, a Divison II team, were the 
final addition to the Toppers’ schedule. 
“We needed to schedule one more game to 
reach the maximum number allowed for the sea-
son, and there were no available Division I teams 
this late in the season,” Athletics Director Wood 
Selig said. “We have great respect for their tradi-
tion and for their basketball success.”
Despite Kentucky Wesleyan being a Division 
II team, Horn said Western cannot afford to over-
look them. 
“This will be a chance to see if we can come 
out and show some maturity and see if we’ll be 
up to the task,” he said. “Whether it’s Kentucky 
Wesleyan or any other team in our league.” 
Reach Ed Lukins
at sports@wkuherald.com.
Toppers take third Sun Belt 
Conference championship
(Middle) Freshman Kathryn Sutton swims in the 200-yard breast-
stroke during the Sun Belt Conference finals on Saturday night at 
the Caulkins Center in Nashville.
(Bottom) Western’s men’s swim team celebrates after winning 
its third Sun Belt Conference championship by jumping in the 
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Left to right, sophomore Emily Waits, sophomore Mike Podbielski, freshman Katie Sweeney and junior Aaron Roberts cheer on junior 
Brian Lewis in the men’s 200-yard butterfly during the Sun Belt Conference finals Saturday night at the Centennial Sportsplex in Nashville.
By Ch r i s AC r e e
Herald Reporter
The Lady Topper softball team is 
trying to get Georgia off their minds 
after a five-game losing streak at 
the Georgia Softball Classic over 
the weekend. 
The Classic started Friday with a 
late-game comeback victory against 
Winthrop 8-7. 
Trailing most of the game, 
Western (4-7) headed into the sev-
enth inning down 6-5.
Freshman catcher Rachelle 
Boucher hit a two-out, RBI-double, 
followed by a two-run home run by 
freshman Lindsay Antone to give 
the Lady Toppers the lead.
The other five games of the 
Classic did not have the same result.
“We were excited after that 
first win,” Boucher said. “And we 
played just as hard afterwards. We 
wanted to win.”
Western fell to Georgia in the 
nightcap, 6-0.  The Lady Bulldogs 
are ranked No. 18 in the ESPN/
USA Softball poll.
Day two of the Classic began 
with another nail-biter against 
Winthrop, this time with the Lady 
Eagles winning 9-8 on an RBI-
single in the seventh.
In the second game, Georgia 
scored three runs in the third and 
sixth innings for a 6-2 win.
Sunday had yet another close 
game against Winthrop. With the 
Lady Eagles up 5-4 in the bottom of 
the seventh, sophomore first base-
man  Rebecca Horesky hit a home 
run that put the game into extra 
innings.
Winthrop scored three runs in 
the eighth for an 8-5 victory.
“We could have done better,” 
said freshman shortstop Ashley 
Contreras said.  “There were a few 
key plays that we tried to make that 
we didn’t.  But now we know what 
to expect from top teams.”
In the final game of the weekend, 
the Lady Toppers suffered another 
blowout loss to Georgia 8-1.
Western’s only run came from 
a first-inning sacrifice fly by 
Contreras. 
“All around we played very 
well,” freshman infielder Kelsey 
McCauley said. “At the end we felt 
we learned a lot, and it’s lets us now 
that we can play with big teams.”
The Lady Toppers will play 
in the Hampton Inn Classic in 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. on Feb. 23-25. 
Reach Chris Acree
at sports@wkuherald.com.
By dA v i d hA r t e n
Herald Reporter
In the arena dubbed “The Super Pit,” it was 
the Lady Toppers that were feeling sunk.
Despite shooting 42 percent from the field, 
Western was not able to hold off a North Texas 
offensive surge that shot 52 percent and handed 
the Lady Toppers a 73-65 road loss.
“Embarrassing,” coach Mary Taylor Cowles 
said in her post-game press radio show. “I don’t 
know what Lady Topper team we brought to 
Denton, Texas, tonight, but that’s not the one 
I know.”
The game was the Lady Toppers’ (19-7, 
13-4 Sun Belt Conference East Division) third 
game in the last five days.
The Lady Toppers got behind early in the 
game and never were able to recover. Their 
only lead came three minutes into the contest.
The hot hands belonged to the Mean Green 
(8-18, 5-11 Sun Belt West), shooting 62 per-
cent from three-point range.
Western played the game shorthanded, with 
sophomore forward and second-leading scorer 
Dominique Duck not playing in the game 
because of injury. Duck has averaged 12.5 
points per game this season.
“Tonight it was obvious we missed 
Dominique,” Cowles said in the radio show. 
“Our emotion was non-existent tonight. If 
nothing else, (we should) pick it up for your 
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8-18 Mean Green hands 
Western ‘embarassing’ loss
